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Transferring an 
established swarm from a 
nucleus hive into a full-
sized one

New Orchard at Palm Cross Ends the Bloor Battles on a Positive Note 
On a damp, Sunday morning in mid-March 
around 30 volunteers responded to my call to 
help plant a new community orchard in the 
Bloor development at Palm Cross. For me, the 
orchard marked the end of five and a half 
years of seemingly never-ending battles to 
ensure that the developer met its hitherto 
unfulfilled landscape obligations which were 
set out in a legal agreement signed with 
South Hams District Council when planning 
was granted.  

It all started when I first became a Parish 
Councillor many years ago. The issue then 
was the allotments which were already two 
years late in being finished and handed over. 
Allotment holders were understandably 
frustrated at having nothing more than a 
churned up muddy field. So, in a moment of 
blissful innocence, I offered to try and resolve the problem. After all, I thought, how hard could it be? Little did 
I realise that I had entered a minefield of problems where defusing one, merely led to another and another 
and so on. The final tally was 25 different issues.  

Although I was undertaking these battles for the benefit of residents and the wider community, I soon realised 
that neither I, nor the Parish Council, had any legal authority to prosecute these breaches of contract. The 
landscape aspects of both phases of the site were referred to in what is known as an S106 agreement, which 
included an extensive and detailed Landscape and Ecology Management Plan. But that agreement was 
between Bloor Homes and South Hams District Council, Modbury Parish Council was not a party to it. So, what 
I had taken on was the task of trying to enforce someone else’s agreement. At this point I should have looked 
in the mirror and shrieked. . . “idiot!” But I am a great believer in that well known phrase from Mastermind: 
“I’ve started, so I’ll finish” so I carried on, and on, and on. 

It took me the first three years to get SHDC to fully engage with me in this battle (their battle actually). I was 
helped at Follaton House by District Councillor 
Bernard Taylor and by Modbury Parish Council’s 
then Chair of Planning, Barry Keel. Their 
combined efforts and influence resulted in 
SHDC’s Chief Executive appointing a team of six 
specialist officers to become actively involved in 
working with me to apply pressure on the 
developer. What I also needed was pressure at 
the other end. I will not explain how, but I 
‘persuaded’ the MD of Bloor’s South West 
Region to match my commitment to seeing this 
through to the very end. He did, and to be fair 
to him, whenever I have asked him for more 
effective action within Bloor, he has responded 
positively to my request. 

Cont. on p2.                                    Colin Whybrow 
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New Orchard at Palm Cross Ends the Bloor Battles on a Positive Note (cont. from p1) 
Just as a matter of record, listed below are the achievements won 

1. Completion and handover of allotments 
2. Repairs to failed allotment banks 
3. Acquisition of allotment area parking  
4. Widening of emergency access entry point 
5. Rebuilding of a resident's wall damaged by contractor’s vehicles 
6. Rotovation and wild flower seeding of verge near Wakeham’s Yard 
7. Revisions to toddler play park in line with Modbury's wishes 
8. Digging up paviors by employment units and planting of trees  
9. Changes to drainage of springs and surface water in the swale. Subsequent complete redesign of the 

system and new installation  
10. Removal of water-logged play area equipment by the pumping station and installation of suitable land 

drainage prior to reinstatement of play equipment 
11. Agreement with Management company to assume responsibility for play area only, in order that 

children could use it. 
12. Planting of hedging, where omitted, to convert banks into hedge banks for more privacy 
13. Installation of omitted seats and picnic benches in Phase One 
14. Dredging of upper attenuation ponds to remove silt and extensive grass cover. To be done again in 

spring 2024 
15. Installation of contoured grass mound and jagged rocks replaced by safer play boulders  
16. Relaying of paths in Phase One 
17. Excavation of deep and narrow drainage gulley from upper pond and replacing with a wider, lined 

channel less hazardous to children. 
18. Extensive repairs to subsided paths in Phase Two 
19. Second relaying of paths in Phase One 
20. Installation of proper metal hand rails at steps to Phase Two 
21. Reinstatement of subsided pond bank in Phase Two 
22. Planting of trees as per plan in Phase Two 
23. Multiple rotovating and weed removal of open space in Phase Two 
24. Finally resurfacing of all paths in Phases One and Two with the correct aggregate to provide a more 

accessible surface. 
25. Wild flower seeding of open space in Phase Two 

Cont on p3
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Duncan (left) and Tony (right) with the two taxis

www.let-it-out.co.uk

 The flexible approach 
to letting your holiday home

Gail Critchlow
07889 628514

Liz Baker-James
07388 673228

New Orchard at Palm Cross Ends the Bloor Battles on a Positive Note (cont. from p2) 
The new Palm Cross community orchard was never part of the original landscape plan. The opportunity for it 
had come about unexpectedly. Another South Hams parish had decided, at the last minute, not to proceed 
with a community orchard that had been planned for some time. Trees had been delivered but now they had 
nowhere to go. Some were part of The Tree Council’s ‘Golden Orchards’ campaign to celebrate their 50th 
Anniversary year, others were traditional Devon apple varieties. 

When Modbury’s Community Orchard Group were offered the trees, we felt it was too good an opportunity to 
miss; but where to plant them? After getting to know the Palm Cross landscape intimately over the last few 

years, I felt sure there would be a suitable 
place there to create a new community 
orchard. So, the group’s leader, Charlotte 
Rathbone, and I agreed on a site above the 
pond in Phase two and Charlotte drew up a 
planting plan. 

While the land is designated a public open 
space, it was not ours, so I immediately set 
about deciding who I would need to get 
approval from. The clock was ticking. These 
were all bare root trees and with spring 
rapidly approaching they needed to be 
planted immediately. 

I had built up a good rapport with all the 
parties involved, so I was able to get speedy 
approval from SHDC’s S106 Officer, Planning 
Officer and Environment and Landscape 
Officer. I anticipated that the Management 
Company (who had not yet taken over 

maintenance responsibility for the site) might be concerned that this would mean unbudgeted costs for 
planting and maintaining the trees. So, to avoid the long-suffering residents of Palm Cross incurring further 
maintenance charges, I agreed with Charlotte that our Community Orchard Group would take responsibility 
for both planting and maintaining (pruning) the trees. That meant there was no work required from the 
management company, so no costs. The final approval stage was down to Bloor who raised no objections. 

Thanks to careful planning and an amazing turnout of volunteers from Palm Cross, plus help from members of 
the Community Orchard Group, we achieved the remarkable feat of planting an entire orchard in an hour. It 
was particularly encouraging to see so many young families, with parents actively encouraging their children 
to join in, and then taking pride in planting ‘their’ tree. It looks like the orchard will be in safe hands for the 
future. 

For me, the bonus of a community orchard was a very satisfying and fitting end to this excessively long-drawn-
out saga. 

Huge thanks to everyone who helped make the orchard a reality and to those who donated to our planting 
costs, chief of which was the necessary insurance for our volunteers, without which we were not permitted to 
work on the land.  

Thanks also to former Parish Council Chairman, Peter Watts, who, throughout his tenure, constantly assured me 
that I always had his full backing in fighting for what was right for Modbury.  

After finally completing the task, I have now stood down as the Parish Council’s representative.  

Colin Whybrow 
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Walking Football 
Ladies  (over 40yrs)           Gents  (over 50yrs)

Modbury Recreation Ground
Tuesday evening and Thursday afternoons

Contact Steve 0787131097 
 Email:steve888804@outlook.com



 

Holbeton Film Club 
May’s film is The Miracle Club (certificate 12A). Ireland, 1967. A tantalising dream 
for the women of Ballygar is to taste freedom and escape the gauntlet of 
domestic life: to win a pilgrimage to Lourdes. Close friends Lily, Eileen, Dolly and 
Sheila are the lucky ones to win this ticket of a lifetime at their riotous local raffle 
night. A lovely story about friendship, past mistakes, love and forgiveness. 

This is showing on Saturday the 11th May 2024 in Holbeton Village Hall.  Doors open 
7pm. The programme starts at 7:30pm. Tickets on the door still only £4, £2 for under 
12 year olds (cash only). Ice creams will be on sale for £1. 

Our programme for the coming months is:  

The Great Escaper, 12A   Friday 14th June 
The Old Oak, 15   Saturday 13th July 
One Life, 12A   Friday 9th August 

Contact: 01752 830274, harryluson@gmail.com                          
Harry Baumer 
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MODBURY CARING NEEDS YOU 
You may be familiar with the phrase “Use it or Lose it”. It’s usually quoted in 
the context of local shops and amenities which, if not supported by local 
people, would disappear, resulting in ever-diminishing useful facilities.  

If you have ever used the services of the local charity ‘Modbury Caring’, or 
know someone who has, you’ll know what a vital part it plays in making 
sure that local people can get to medical appointments when other 
transport options are not available.  

The Befriending Service provides friendship to those who are isolated or alone and is much appreciated by 
those who are befriended. Real and lasting friendships are formed between the befriender and the befriended 
person. 

Modbury Caring is dependent on financial donations and the generosity of local volunteers offering their time. 

To quote the Bard, ‘there’s the rub’. Like many charities, the majority of  Modbury Caring’s volunteers are 
retired, because that group of people are more likely to have the free time required. The thing is, retired 
people, like everybody else, get older every day and eventually become, shall we say, no longer available to 
give their time so generously. 

Without more volunteers for driving, and especially for our Befriending Service, Modbury Caring will inevitably 
cease to exist. Not next week, or next year even, but only an influx of more volunteers will save it for the future.  

So, rather than “Use it or Lose it”, you may be familiar with the expression “To Pay Forward”.  If you think there’s 
a chance you, or a member of your family, or a neighbour might need to use Modbury Caring at some time, 
then why not, if you can, invest some of your free time by volunteering to drive or befriend. That way there’s a 
good chance we won’t lose it.  

If you would like to know more about what is involved, please have a look at our website 
www.modburycaring.org.uk or contact Bill Cole (Modbury Caring Committee Chairman) on 01548 830913. 

Charity Reg. No. 1070237                                                         Sue Templar 

mailto:harryluson@gmail.com
http://www.modburycaring.org.uk


MODBURY PARISH COUNCIL 
Modbury Parish Council Office, 1 Modbury Court, PL21 0QR  01548 830222  email parishclerk@modburyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Your Councillors are: 
Bill Cole   01548 830913 
Richard Foss   01548 721420  richardfoss@modburyparishcouncil.gov.uk   
Helen Nathanson                                               helennathanson@modburyparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Barbara Price (Chair)  07739752095  barbaraprice@modburyparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Tony Price   07801837129  tonyprice@modburyparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Phil Smith (Vice Chair)            07759282404             philsmith@modburyparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Dave Trigger        07808742372     davetrigger@modburyparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Ann Turner        01548830606  annturner@modburyparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Sarah Wyatt   07794 662903  sarahwyatt@modburyparishcouncil.gov.uk 
How can we help you? Councillors run drop-in surgeries on Sat. 10–11am in the Parish Office at 1 Modbury 
Court.  The Parish Clerk is in the Parish Council office on Tues, 10am – 4pm. Call into the office, phone, email or 
come along to our meetings at 7pm in the Pavilion, QEII Recreation Ground on the first Tuesday of every month 
and speak in the public forum.
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Devon County Councillor (Salcombe Division):   Rufus Gilbert    Tel: 01548 856659       
         rufus.gilbert@devon.gov.uk 
South Hams District Councillor Charterlands Ward:  Bernard Taylor  Tel: 01548 830844    
         Cllr.Bernard.Taylor@southhams.gov.uk 

www.modburymessengercic.co.uk 
modburymessengercic@gmail.com

NEST DESIGN

25 Galpin Street, Modbury, Devon, PL21 0QA

www.nestdesignstudio.co.uk 01548 830409


ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN & SERVICES

contact Jon & Emily Sullivan to discuss your requirements further

Architects Registration Board

The Modbury Messenger 
Online 

The Modbury Mes senger i s 
published online on the first of the 
month. It is advertised on social 
media throughout the South Hams 
and we have many who read the 
Messenger online. Some readers 
used to live in Modbury or have 
family in Modbury. Some readers 
are living around the South Hams 
and like to know of events to go 
to or businesses to visit or call for 
their services. Some readers are 
from as far away as Modbury in 
South Australia. Past editions are 
available in the online archive. 

As well as being published online, 
the Messenger is produced online. 
This edition was edited from a 
canal boat in Cheshire.  Other 
e d i t i o n s h a v e c o m e f r o m 
Denmark,  Belgium, Australia, 
France, Singapore, Scotland, 
Ireland, Wales and this summer will 
be coming from Norway. 

Modbury Messenger CIC is a not-
for-profit Community Interest 
Company run for the benefit of 
the people of Modbury.  

If you feel you would like to 
become part of the CIC and can 
help with editing, proofreading, 
accounting, distribution or writing 
articles, please contact us on the 
email address below.

mailto:rufus.gilbert@devon.gov.uk
mailto:cllr.Taylor@southhams.gov.uk


CHRISTIAN COMMENT:  
As I am writing this, the clocks have gone forward, and now daylight hours have lengthened and the 
mornings and the evenings are lighter, and the dark days of winter have gone. We still have the grey clouds 
and rain, but there is a lessening of the gloominess. Many gardeners will now be taking advantage of the 
longer days to tend to the plants and crops which they hope will make their gardens burst into flower or 
produce the vegetables for their tables. The majority of these plants will have grown from dried up, lifeless 
seeds or grains, but due to nutrients in the soil, warmth, careful watering and the conditions around them, 
often under the gardener’s watchful care, they have been given new life. 

When we think about it, we could draw parallels between the growth process of seeds and plants and our 
development as individuals. We too are influenced by the conditions and the people around us, so how 
important it is that we affirm, encourage, and support one another! For instance, when we think that someone 
has done something well, why not tell them? When we know that someone is going through a rough time, 
why not offer help or support instead of assuming that their family is already supplying all their needs? Often it 
is the knowledge that someone cares, that can make all the difference to the life of a lonely person and can 
also sow the seed of hope for the future, in their hearts. 

The Scriptures show us that Jesus sometimes drew parallels between the growth process of seeds and plants 
and the development of faith. In one of his parables, he said that the Word of God, like the seed, grows in 
God’s good time, which indicates that sometimes we may never know what an effect the evidence of our 
own faith in our life may have on the people with whom we come into contact, as it may not be until later 
that that seed of faith will grow in their lives. But it’s also worth remembering that in the Sermon on the Mount, 
Jesus, the Light of the World, said that his followers were to be light to the world reflecting His light to others 
through their words and actions. 

Joyce Howitt 

Welcome to St George's Church, Modbury 
The Amazing Spaces project is now complete and we are able to welcome our congregation, visitors and 
newcomers to worship with us again on Sundays at St George's.   

KIDS’ CHURCH - Kids’ Church now meets in Modbury Primary School Hall.  Parents please drop your Explorers 
(age 9+) and Discoverers (age 5 - 8) off at the school from 9.15 where they will be met by one of the leaders.  
Following Kids’ Church the youngsters will be taken back to St George’s to be with their parents at the end of 
the service.  Climbers (age 0 - 4) will remain in St George’s, meeting their leader to be taken to the lower vestry.  
Please contact Sara Chapman at s.chapman@modburyteam.org if you need any further information. 

Rev. Matt Rowland                                        01548 830260                                    matt.rowland@modburyteam.org 
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St George’s Church  
Please check our website for our current opening times  

May Service Service Leader

Sunday 5th Holy Communion 9.30 Rev. Matt Rowland

Sunday 12th May Fair Service - All Ages welcome 9.30 Rev. Oli Long and Helen Pickard

Sunday 19th Holy Communion 9.30 Rev. Matt Rowland

Sunday 26th Sunday Worship 9.30 

Rooted - A service of contemporary worship 6 pm

Joyce Howitt 

Rev. Oli Long

St Monica’s Roman Catholic Church, 
Modbury 

Mass weekly at 5pm on Wednesday 
St Austin’s Priory Roman Catholic Church, 

Cadleigh 
Mass weekly  at 11.30 am on Sunday 

Phone:     01752 895888.       
E-mail       ivybridge@prcdtr.org.uk Sarah   sarahannewyatt@yahoo.co.uk 

Pip   pipainsworth@btinternet.com

mailto:sarahannewyatt@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:pipainsworth@btinternet.com


Modbury Parish Council Meeting 
Tuesday 2nd April 2024, 7.00 pm at the MARS Pavilion, Queen Elizabeth II Recreation Field. 

Present were all nine councillors, Bernard Taylor (SHDC), and 5 members of the public. 
The Annual Parish Meeting took place before the Council meeting and reports were 
received from representatives of Modbury societies and organisations: Peter Lowe, Memorial Hall and Players; 
Jo Highley, Gospel Choir; Gill West, St George’s Church; Alison Woods, Litter Picking; Rosemary Parker, History 
Society; Robin Chambers, Millennium Meadow; Bill Cole, Modbury Caring; Tony Price, Twinning Association; 
Sarah Wyatt, Lunch Club and Barrow Market; Ann Turner and Helen Nathanson, Modwag; Phil Smith, Christmas 
Lights. 
Public Forum: A member of the public asked if Marigold’s Day was taking place this year and it was explained 
that this had now been integrated into the Marvellous Modbury Makeover initiative to be focused on the 
weekends of 20th/21st and 27th/28th April.  
Cllr Taylor was asked why the Bigbury car park privatisation had happened with so little notice and he 
explained that it had been a commercially sensitive matter and that SHDC had been losing money from its 
operation and liabilities. 
The design, flooding and landscaping at Kitterford roundabout was raised and it was agreed that this would be 
considered at the next meeting with Cllr Rufus Gilbert (DCC). 
DCC Report, by email from Rufus Gilbert: 

• Devon has 8,500 miles of roads which have suffered in the wettest season for 130 years. Highways will do 
their best to catch up this summer – please keep reporting potholes etc. 

• Devolution of Devon is proceeding – visit www.devonandtorbaydeal.org.uk 
• Mobile libraries have been discontinued, but no static libraries have been closed. 

SHDC Report, from Bernard Taylor  
• Several homes have been helped with energy saving and council tax. 
• New houses at St Anne’s Chapel are not yet occupied, due a dispute over the standard of the road, 

delaying its adoption. 
• Garden waste registration remains open 
• SHDC do not support Devon Devolution. 

Minutes of the Meeting of 5th March 2024 were approved 
Matters arising: 

• Allotments:  the situation has not changed and the search continues for a site to replace the Church 
Lane allotments which will have to close at the end of February 2025 

• The MPC Strategic Plan will be reviewed in April. 
• MPC have moved to new offices at Unit 1, Modbury Court, 32 Church Street. Modbury Caring will 

continue to use the offices on Wednesdays, community police surgeries once a month, and other 
community organisations will be hosted there. 

• Flooding at Orcheton is still not resolved – a meeting of stakeholders is planned soon. 
Finance: it was agreed to continue funding the servicing of the Church Clock as the community public clock. 
Planning 

• Two appeals against refused planning permissions from SHDC were considered; it was agreed that the 
local planning authority’s procedures should continue. 

• LiveWest responded to our request for an update on their local plans. They have 113 properties in 
Modbury, but turnover is very limited. There are no future schemes planned in Modbury, but should land 
become available it will be considered. LiveWest have an obligation to inform SHDC when social 
housing was to be sold, but they did not always fulfil that obligation. 

• Colin Whybrow has diligently pursued compliance issues by Bloor at Palm Cross Estate for some years 
and has finally been able to close the book. A vote of thanks was taken for Mr Whybrow. 

Maintenance Committee 
• Emergency plan updating is ongoing. 
• There is a meeting planned with the tree surgeon to agree ongoing works. 
• Salt bags around the town will be collected and stored this month. 
• A new picnic table at Champernowne Play Area has been installed. 
• A path survey has been completed and volunteers have come through for P3 activity. 
• Considerable maintenance has been done on the play parks etc. 
• The railings on Church Street have been painted (not yet finished!). 

Community Engagement 
• It has been suggested that the phone box should be used for a seed exchange; other potential uses 

are sought. Firstly it needs to be cleaned and repainted. 
• Modbury’s Marvellous Makeover report was given. The plan is to make central Modbury more 

presentable and attractive both to live in and visit. Cleaning, painting, weeding and decorating will be 
the first tasks, to be done on the last two weekends in April. Phase two will be painting the Health Centre 
wall, new signage, along with more information panels etc. 
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Page 9

Sustainability Committee 
• There are continuing concerns regarding works on Kennel Lane. 
• Thanks to an initiative by Colin Whybrow, a new orchard has been established on the Palm Cross 

Estate, and thanks to Modwag ,a hedge on the Palm Cross verge. 
• The installation of an electric car charging station on the Palm Cross parking spaces is being 

considered. 
Annual Parish Council Meeting followed by ordinary May monthly meeting Tuesday 7th May 2024 7pm.  

Tony Price

Wednesday Mornings  
Term Time 9.30-11.00 am

The QE11 Recreation Ground 
Chatwell Lane, PL21 0FS

Hot drinks   •   Home baked cakes   •   Baby weighing scales 
Songs   •   Musical instruments   •   Bible story   •   Craft  

Baking activity   •   Parachute games

Contact: louise_rowland@hotmail.com | 01548 830260
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MODBURY MAY FAIR 2024 

CAR BOOT  
SALE 

SUNDAY 5th May 
09:00 – 13:00 

LOWER POUNDWELL CAR PARK 
£5 per single parking space 

£10 per double/gazebo space 

Set up at 08:00 

Application Forms for space from box outside 
9 Poundwell Street (next to phone box) 

or email pipainsworth@btinternet.com  

mailto:pipainsworth@btinternet.com


 







 



César Award for the  
Best Small Hotel in Great Britain in 2022
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ST MONICA’S RC CHURCH - NEIGHBOURING CHURCH       

As many people may know the Catholic Church is a 
neighbour to St George’s Church above Church 
Walk. Whilst the Anglican Church was closed for the 
Amazing Spaces Project, Father Victor from St 
Austin’s Priory in Ivybridge agreed with Rev. Matt 
Rowland that St Monica’s Church could be used by 
the 8am Church congregation. Thus every second 
Sunday, St Monica’s Church was opened by David 
S c o t t , 
h a v i n g 
b e e n 
given a 
s e t o f 
keys for 
t h e 
Catholic 
C h u r c h 
whilst St 

George’s 
Church was closed. When the Amazing Spaces Project was 
complete, the 8am Church congregation was able to resume 
using the choir stalls. 

However, in order to show appreciation of the kindness shown 
by the neighbouring Church, David Scott organised a collection 
from the 8am congregation, bought a framed print of the Last 
Supper by Leonardo de Vinci and this was presented to Father 
Victor on Wednesday 10 April together with a gift-aided cheque 
for £250, with many grateful thanks for their neighbourly 
generosity. 

David Scott 

MODBURY  
 OSTEOPATHIC  CLINIC 

Dr. Mike Hopkins  
  

      Back, neck, 
      chronic and  
      complicated  
      muscular pain 

               

01548 830040/ 
07775815906 

(by the Palm Cross estate entrance)     
Page 16



 

Our May walk dates will 
be on the 7th, 14th, 21st 
and 28th.   

The venue and travel arrangements for each of the walks 
will be discussed and decided at the previous week's 
walk. 

Walk Leader contact details: 
Sue Rogers   01548 831289   
Ann Brooks   01548 550300. 
Jean Wright   01548 810029    
Catherine Speight  01548 830195                  Sue Rogers

Modbury WI  
The next meeting of Modbury WI will 
take place at 7.30pm on Tuesday, 
21st May and be our annual meeting, 
which will be followed by a light 
supper. 

Modbury WI meets at 7.30pm on the third Tuesday of the 
month at the MARS Pavilion, QEII Recreation Field,  
Chatwell Lane, Modbury PL21 0FS excluding December, 
January and September when we meet up during the 
day for other activities such as coffee, lunch or tea out. 

Visitors are most welcome to attend a meeting for a fee 
of £5. 

If you would like to find out more about what talks and 
activities are planned for the forthcoming year then 
please email modbury@devonwi.org.uk 

Rosemary Parker 
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Musicians at the Modbury Fair Crowning

Modbury History Society will next meet at 7.30pm 
on Friday, 10th May when local historian Liz Hext 
will speak about ‘Lime Kilns in the South Hams.’ 

The Society meets at the QEII Pavilion situated in 
the QEII Recreation Field, Chatwell Lane, 
Modbury, PL21 0FS, where there is ample parking. 
Meetings take place at 7.30pm on the second 
Friday most months and are advertised in the 
Modbury Messenger and on Modbury Nextdoor. 
Membership is £20 annually, but you are most 
welcome to come along to a talk if you are not a 
member for a fee of £5. 

Please visit the Modbury Heritage website where, 
amongst many other things, there are old 
photographs of  Modbury and more local scenes 
from postcards are currently being added. The 
History of Modbury booklet is available to buy 
from Modbury News or you can purchase a copy 
at our meetings. 

The Time Team films of the 3-day dig, which took 
place in Modbury  in June last year, are now 
available to view without charge on YouTube. 

Please contact me if you would like to know 
more about the society: 

rosiejaneparker@gmail.com 

Rosemary Parker  

Modbury History Society



Date Masthead Starboard Yard 
(Plymouth) - West

Port Yard 
(Modbury) - East

Event

03 Exeter City Flag BLITZ 1942Ans End of Exeter Blitz 1942

04-12 Modbury Flag Gloved Hand Fair Flag Rooster Flag Fair Week

08 Union Flag VEDAY 1945 Victory in Europe Day 1945

09 Guernsey/Jersey LIBERAT 1945 CI Liberation Day 1945

10 London City Flag BLITZ 1941stsubAns End of London Blitz 1941

15 RBL Flag FOUNDRBL Ans1922ndsub Founding of the British Legion 1921

16 RAF Ensign DAMBUST 1943 RAF Dam Busters Raid 1943

24 White Ensign HOOD 1941stsub Sinking of HMS HOOD 1941

26 Union Flag DUNKIR Ans1940 Start of evacuation of Dunkirk 1940

27 White Ensign BISMARK 1941stsub Sinking of the Bismark 1941

31 White Ensign JUTLAND 191stsub6 Battle of Jutland 1916
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INTENDED MONTHLY FLAG HOIST AT PALM CROSS GREEN  - May 

martinranwell@googlemail.com

MODBURY CLUB 
31 Church St, Modbury 

01548 830991 

Come and enjoy a game of  

Darts  -  Snooker  - Euchre 

"Even a Pint or Two" 

New Members Always 
Welcome 

IVYBRIDGE U3A  
SPEAKER PROGRAMME 2024 

20th May 
Billy ‘Scratch’ Hitchin 
A Sailor’s Talk 

17th June 
Mike Griffiths 

Listening to the Enemy 



Cubs in their wassail 
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ALAN MAHER  
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS LTD 

 
 Electrical Installations 
 Electric Car Charging installations 
 Intelligent Lighting 
 Home Entertainment. 
 Design, Installation and Testing. 
 Condition Reports and PAT testing 

 
Phone 01548 811290 /MOB 07966 168 928 

e-mail:-alanmaherelectricalltd@gmail.com 

An Apothecral Tail: Novum stagnum in Roslin Villa 
Vernum 

Modbury is, at present, blessed with the glow of primroses 
(Primula vulgaris). Primrose is the county flower of Devon. 
April 19th is Primrose Day which apparently honours the 
memory of former Prime Minister Benjamin Disraeli who was 
very fond of them. The Primula genus gets its name from the 
Latin primus meaning first and of course primroses are 
among the first flowers to appear in spring. There are 400 or 
so species in the Primula genus including our common 
primrose and now rather less common cowslip (Primula 
veris) as well as hybridised garden varieties sold as 
Polyanthus. 

Large beds of yellow primroses are punctuated with white, 
pink and purple flowers, I had always assumed that these 
were cross bred hybrids from garden polyanthus 
varieties ,but apparently not. The coloured variants are 
natural variants of the dominant yellow and are sometimes 
referred to as subspecies. I also hadn’t realised that the 
flowers come in “pin” and “thrum” forms on separate plants. 
The difference between them being in the arrangement of 
the pistils and stamens. The shape of the flower ensures that 
only insects with a long proboscis are able to feed and the 
arrangement of the pistils and stamens ensure that pollen is 
cross fertilised via the insect proboscis. Thus thrum to pin 
fertilisation is successful while pin to pin and thrum to thrum is 
not. This process was first elucidated by none other than       

Charles Darwin. 

Primroses and cowslips have featured in folklore and traditional medicine for a long time. It was believed 
that primroses attracted the “little people”. In Ireland, cut primroses were placed outside a barn to prevent 
naughty fairies from stealing milk. Celtic druids used cowslips in magic potions. Pliny valued primroses for 
treating muscular paralysis and gout. Tudor herbalists ,Gerard and Culpeper, said that primroses could cure, 
insomnia, headaches and wounds. Gerard recommended primrose tea for “phrensie”. In Devon and 
Cornwall, primroses were used to make a sparkling wine which was reserved for important visitors. Primroses 
are edible and in many countries are used in salads. Primrose wine is still available. There are a number of 
herbal medicines containing primrose and sold as traditional cough treatments. Primrose is currently being 
investigated for its antibacterial properties. Apart from this and despite considerable analysis of its 
therapeutic constituents, there are no licensed medicines containing primrose. 

Notwithstanding, I love them. 

Fiat cum secundem artem 
Edward Holt
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Walkaball
Modbury Recreation Ground

Mondays 11-12am & Thursday 6.30-7.30pm.
Fun, Fitness and Friendship

Contact. Steve 07871310987 to book.

Do	you							living	
in	Modbury?	

If so, why don’t you join these groups and
meet and make new friends?

Ladies and Gents who Lunch (Cost £15-20)
Meeting fortnightly in local pubs  
- contact Liz to book 01548 830313.

Ladies and Gents who Stroll and Chat 
(Free) Wednesdays – 11 – 11.30 am 
Poundwell Meadow and then at the Cool 
Beans Café 
- contact Wendy for info: 01548 831219
 
Ladies and Gents who take trips out (£ 
please ask) meet at Modbury Post Office; 
9.30am – 4.30pm
 - contact Liz for info and to book: 01548 830313.

Ladies and Gents who craft, knit, colour  
(or simply sit and chat) (cost £3) 
Memorial Hall – Thursdays – 2 – 4pm includes tea

  -  contact Wendy for info: 01548 831219.
 Ladies and Gents who get active (cost £3) 
 Seated Dance and Singing - MARS -  
 3rd Thursday of the month 2.30-4.30pm  
 includes tea and cake 
 - contact Jenny for info and to book 07787786594
 
Ladies and Gents who meet for coffee  
Mondays – 11 am – Cool Beans Café – all 
welcome to join the table. 
- contact Wendy for info: 01548 831219

Shop	&	socialise	

Modbury Branch 
Royal British Legion 
The next meeting of the Modbury and 

District Branch of the Royal British Legion will take place 
in The Club on Wednesday 5th June 2024 starting at 
7.30pm. New members are always most welcome.  

        David Scott

Do you or a loved one need a little extra help? 

WE ARE HERE TO HELP 
Carers Direct SW Ltd is local not-for-profit care team of dedicated, well trained, friendly, 

local carers. 
We can provide from one hour to 24-hour care. We also provide 
night care.  
Tasks undertaken include personal care, meal preparation, 
prompting medication, appointments and social outings. 
Contact us for more information on.  
01548 854358 or Email. office@carersdirect-sw.co.uk 
You are welcome to pop in and see us at our office. 
Unit 2N South Hams Business Park. Churchstow,  
Kingsbridge. TQ7 3QH

mailto:office@carersdirect-sw.co.uk
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St George’s, Modbury - Our Graveyard 

Church graveyards speak of the difference that Christians believe the Lord Jesus has made to death. At 
church funerals, Jesus’ words from John’s gospel are repeated at the start of the service: ‘I am the 
resurrection and the life, whoever believes in me will live, even though they die and whoever lives and 
believes in me will never die.’ 

Christians buried fellow Christians around churches in acknowledgment of the hope of heaven and the 
resurrection of the dead for those believing Jesus’ promise. Over time these graveyards grew to what we 
have now. 

I thought it would be useful if I shared with the town, how our Churchyard is managed: 
The graveyard at St George’s is the responsibility of the Parochial Church Council (not the Parish Council) and 
the vicar. The regulations surrounding graves are set by the national Church of England. 

The church graveyard at Modbury is cut by contractors over the growing months. This is paid for by a bequest 
that was left to St George’s. 

There are a number of areas, away from the recent graves, that the Modbury Wildlife Action Group have 
been surveying with the Parochial Church Council’s permission. We hope to build on this relationship in the 
future. The other areas of maintenance are done by volunteers from the church. 

Everyone who lives in the parish has the right to be laid to rest in the graveyard. Those who do not live in the 
parish are laid to rest at the permission and discretion of the vicar. We do not reserve spaces, but we do allow 
family members to be laid to rest in plots in which their loved ones are already buried or interred. The upkeep 
of graves and memorial plaques are the responsibility of the family. The shape of gravestone, material used 
and wording allowed are all set by the wider Church of England. 

Our aim is to make our Churchyard a respectful, peaceful and beautiful place, and it needs the help of the 
townsfolk of Modbury and visitors. 

I would be most grateful if you could keep in mind the following when you visit the grave or memorial plaque 
of your loved one: 

• Bulbs may be planted in the soil of any grave adjacent to the headstone (except where weed membrane 
has been laid beneath gravel). 

• Plants and shrubs are not permitted in the soil of any grave. 
• Cut flowers should be removed as soon as they have withered. 
• Artificial flowers are permitted only for Remembrance Day and at Christmas time, when traditional wreaths 

may be laid. These should be removed after a period of not more than two months. 
• Permanent statues should not be added to a plot or planted into the ground. 

Sometimes when a new grave is dug the excess soil is placed upon existing graves where the ground has 
started to shift. This is to help keep the graveyard level and ensure that gravestones remain as level as 
possible. 

If you have any questions then please feel able to contact me, Reverand Matt.           www.modburyteam.org 

Matt Rowland
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MODBURY MESSENGER CIC 
Modbury Messenger CIC is a Community Interest Company and as such is registered by the Registrar of 
Companies for England & Wales, Northern Ireland or Scotland. A Community Interest Company is a special 
type of not-for-profit limited company which exists to benefit the community. The purpose of Modbury 
Messenger CIC is to disseminate information about events, notices and articles of interest to the people of 
Modbury and it does this by publishing the Modbury Messenger, a printed newsletter, every month with 1000 
copies delivered to homes and businesses within the Parish of Modbury. An online copy of the Modbury 
Messenger is available to neighbouring communities, advertised via social media and on our website 
modburymessengercic.co.uk. 

Advertisers are charged a fee for advertising in the Modbury Messenger and this covers the cost of 
producing the Modbury Messenger. The Board of Directors, Company Secretary, Editor, Proofreaders and 
Distributors are all volunteers.  

Directors of Modbury Messenger: Diana Lynne Barnes, Bernard Taylor.  
Company Secretary: George Rosevear FCIS. 
Editorial Committee: John Bower, Lynne Barnes, Nicky Shepley, Ira Young. 
Modbury Messenger CIC has produced the Modbury Messenger as an independent CIC since September 
2018. Previously, it was published by Modbury Parish Council. 

Modbury Messenger June 2024  
Copy Date 10th May 

The copy date for the June 2024 Modbury Messenger is 10th May. Please email all articles, notices of events 
and paid advertisements to modburymessengercic@gmail.com.  

The Modbury Messenger is published by Modbury Messenger CIC and is printed by ESP Print. The views 
expressed in the Messenger do not necessarily represent those of Modbury Messenger CIC. 

The  Editorial  Committee  reserve the   right  to  précis/abbreviate any  copy  submitted  for  inclusion in the 
Modbury Messenger. Their decision is final. The contents of the Modbury Messenger may not be reproduced 
in any form without the prior written permission of Modbury Messenger CIC. 

modburymessengercic@gmail.com

MAY 2024

mailto:modburymessengercic@gmail.com
http://modburymessengercic.co.uk
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	Completion and handover of allotments
	Repairs to failed allotment banks
	Acquisition of allotment area parking
	Widening of emergency access entry point
	Rebuilding of a resident's wall damaged by contractor’s vehicles
	Rotovation and wild flower seeding of verge near Wakeham’s Yard
	Revisions to toddler play park in line with Modbury's wishes
	Digging up paviors by employment units and planting of trees
	Changes to drainage of springs and surface water in the swale. Subsequent complete redesign of the system and new installation
	Removal of water-logged play area equipment by the pumping station and installation of suitable land drainage prior to reinstatement of play equipment
	Agreement with Management company to assume responsibility for play area only, in order that children could use it.
	Planting of hedging, where omitted, to convert banks into hedge banks for more privacy
	Installation of omitted seats and picnic benches in Phase One
	Dredging of upper attenuation ponds to remove silt and extensive grass cover. To be done again in spring 2024
	Installation of contoured grass mound and jagged rocks replaced by safer play boulders
	Relaying of paths in Phase One
	Excavation of deep and narrow drainage gulley from upper pond and replacing with a wider, lined channel less hazardous to children.
	Extensive repairs to subsided paths in Phase Two
	Second relaying of paths in Phase One
	Installation of proper metal hand rails at steps to Phase Two
	Reinstatement of subsided pond bank in Phase Two
	Planting of trees as per plan in Phase Two
	Multiple rotovating and weed removal of open space in Phase Two
	Finally resurfacing of all paths in Phases One and Two with the correct aggregate to provide a more accessible surface.
	Wild flower seeding of open space in Phase Two
	Cont on p3
	MODBURY PARISH COUNCIL
	Modbury Parish Council Office, 1 Modbury Court, PL21 0QR  01548 830222  email parishclerk@modburyparishcouncil.gov.uk
	Devon has 8,500 miles of roads which have suffered in the wettest season for 130 years. Highways will do their best to catch up this summer – please keep reporting potholes etc.
	Devolution of Devon is proceeding – visit www.devonandtorbaydeal.org.uk
	Mobile libraries have been discontinued, but no static libraries have been closed.
	Several homes have been helped with energy saving and council tax.
	New houses at St Anne’s Chapel are not yet occupied, due a dispute over the standard of the road, delaying its adoption.
	Garden waste registration remains open
	SHDC do not support Devon Devolution.
	Allotments:  the situation has not changed and the search continues for a site to replace the Church Lane allotments which will have to close at the end of February 2025
	The MPC Strategic Plan will be reviewed in April.
	MPC have moved to new offices at Unit 1, Modbury Court, 32 Church Street. Modbury Caring will continue to use the offices on Wednesdays, community police surgeries once a month, and other community organisations will be hosted there.
	Flooding at Orcheton is still not resolved – a meeting of stakeholders is planned soon.
	Two appeals against refused planning permissions from SHDC were considered; it was agreed that the local planning authority’s procedures should continue.
	LiveWest responded to our request for an update on their local plans. They have 113 properties in Modbury, but turnover is very limited. There are no future schemes planned in Modbury, but should land become available it will be considered. LiveWest have an obligation to inform SHDC when social housing was to be sold, but they did not always fulfil that obligation.
	Colin Whybrow has diligently pursued compliance issues by Bloor at Palm Cross Estate for some years and has finally been able to close the book. A vote of thanks was taken for Mr Whybrow.
	MODBURY MAY FAIR 2024
	CAR BOOT
	SALE
	SUNDAY 5th May
	09:00 – 13:00
	LOWER POUNDWELL CAR PARK
	£5 per single parking space
	£10 per double/gazebo space
	Set up at 08:00
	Application Forms for space from box outside
	9 Poundwell Street (next to phone box)
	or email pipainsworth@btinternet.com
	Modbury History Society

